9 



What is claimed is: 

1 . A method for recruiting a person to participate as a subject in a clinical j^ffy, comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) presenting one or more web pages that allow the pej*£n or a caregiver associated with 
the person to register with a database by submitting regj^fration information to the database, 
wherein the registration information includes at a geographic location of the person, at least 
one disease condition of interest to th|persofyeontact information, and permission information 
indicating whether the person or carejMfU^ishes to receive notice of one or more clinical 
studies; 

(b) automatically registering the person or caregiver with the database upon receipt of the 
registration and permisgftm information; 

(c) after stop b), automatically determining, in accordance with the permission 
information ajrffi the registration information, whether to provide the person or caregiver with 
notice ofyagiven clinical study associated with a disease condition of interest to the person; and 

(d) providing the person or caregiver notice of the given clinical study only if a 
^termination is made in step (c) to provide such notice. 



2. The method of claim 1 , further compiling the steps of: 

(e) automatically presenting a questioij|naire associated with the given clinical study to the 
person or caregiver after step (d); and 
/^J (f) storing answers submitted by the p|rson or caregiver in the database. 



3. The method of claim 2, farther comprilng the step of : 



l-PH/1 353061.1 



-65- 



(g) accessing the information stored a 
determine whether the person qualifies to 
from the given clinical study after step (f 




4. The method of claim 1, wherein the 
the clinical study for determining wheth* r 
study. 



ong with other information in the database to 
participate as a subject in a clinical study different 



q lestionnaire includes criteria specified by a sponsor of 
the person is an eligible subject for the given clinical 



5. The method of claim 1, wherein stepsl(a) and (b) are performed during a registration visit by 
the person or caregiver to a web site assd :iated with the one or more web pages, and step (d) 



includes notifying the person or caregivei 
subsequent visit of the person or caregiv 



7 



of the given clinical study during a current or 
to the web site. 



6. The method of claim 5 , wherein step (d) further includes providing a listing of information 
associated with the given clinical study in a personal library associated with the person or 
caregiver on the web site. 




7. The method of claim 1 , wherein the nltice provided in step (d) is sent by electronic mail from 
a web site associated with the one or morf web pages to an e-mail address of the person or 
caregiver. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the notice provided in step (d) is sent by regular mail to the 



person or caregiver. 
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9. The method of claim 1, wherein the njtice provided in step (d) is communicated by telephone 
to the person or caregiver. 

10. The method of claim 1 , wherein a dltermination is made to provide the person or caregiver 
with the notice in step (c) in accordance with a geographic location of the given clinical 
study. 



1 1 . The method of claim 1 , wherein iif step (c) a determination is made not to provide the person 
or caregiver with notice of the gi\fcn clinical study. 



12. The method of claim 1, wherein i l step (a) the registration information includes a user id, a 
password, electronic mail addresl or telephone number, zip code, first name or preferred 
name, gender, date of birth, whetter the person is interested in clinical study information, 
new medical therapies, or partici >ating in clinical studies. 

13. The method of claim 1, wherein ; i determination is made to provide the person or caregiver 
with the notice in step (c) in acco|dance with a geographic location of an investigator 
associated with the study. 



14. The method of claim 2, wherein the answers submitted by the person or caregiver are 
provided by telephone, regular mail, facsimile, and other off-line sources. 
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reference to genetic sequence informatio 



15. The method of claim 1, wherein the step :>f automatically determining further includes 



associated with a person registered in the database. 



16. A method for identifying subjects eligible to participate in a clinical study, comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) accessing a computer database that stores information about a plurality of persons; 
whefcein for each of said plurality listed in the database, the database includes a 

geographic location of the person, an age and a gender of the person, and disease conditions of 
interest to the person^ 

(b) submitting a q^ry to the database, wherein the query includes criteria that reflect 
eligibility characteristics for persons suitable for participation as subjects in the clinical study; 
and 

(c) identifying de-identified dab^ records of persons likely to be subjects eligible for the 
clinical study based on the query. 



17. The method of claim 16, further comprising 



(d) evaluating a feasibility of the cl 



inical 



e steps of: 

based on the result of step (c); 



stud 



(e) exploring the feasibility of the (^inic^ll study by modifying the criteria and repeating 
steps (b)-(d) using the modified criteria. 



18. The method of claim 16 or 17, wherein step (b) includes queuing a therapeutic incidence 
area database. 
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19. fhe method of claim 16 or 17, wherein step (b) includes querying an investigator database. 

20. The memod of claim 16 or 17, wherein the accessed information was submitted by e-mail, 
regular mailNand personally. 

21. The method of clamX 16 or 17, wherein the database includes a user id, a password, electronic 
mail address or telephone number, zip code, first name or preferred name, whether the person 
is interested in clinical study information, whether the user is interested in new medical 
therapies, and whether the person is interested in participating in clinical studies. 

22. The method of claim 1 6 or 17, whel^the^fcriteria that reflect eligibility characteristics 
include medications taken by th* personNhelperson's geographic location, disease conditions 
experienced by the person, and aNgeographiAlocation of an investigator associated with the 
clinical study. \ 

23. The method of claim 16 or 17, wherein the database iWcessed by a user through a web site, 
wherein there is a first firewall between the web site and\he user and a second firewall 
between the web site and the database. \ 

24. The method of claim 16 or 17, wherein the database includes geneta sequence information 
for each of said plurality listed in the database. \ 
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25. The method of claim 16 or 17, wherein the criteria that reflect eligibility characteristics 
include inclusion/exclusion criteria for the clinical study. 

26. An integrated on-line interactive forum that promotes exchange of information among 
clinical study sponsorkdinical study investigators, and potential clinical study subjects, 

comprising: \ 

(a) an investigator database that contains information suitable for identification of 
qualified investigators for clinicalshidies sponsored by the sponsors; 

(b) a subject database that comains information suitable for identification of eligible 
subjects for clinical studies sponsored by\he sponsors; and 

(c) an extranet coupled to the investigator database and the subject database that allows 
sponsors and investigators to securely exchang^^ launch a clinical study. 

27. The forum of claim 26, further comprijing one oiJnore web pages that provide 
information describing clinical studies to poten\ial^lkiical study subjects and permit potential 
clinical study subjects to register for inclusion in the subject database. 

28. The forum of claim 26 or 27, wherein privacy is protected by denyW sponsors access to 
identifying information stored in the subject database. \ 

29. The forum of claim 28, wherein the identifying information is provided to\he qualified 
investigators for potential subjects in a clinical study. \ 
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30. Tfoe forum of claim 26 or 27, wherein a web server is used for identifying potential subjects 
fonclinical studies. 

3 1 The for\i of claim 26 or 27, wherein a web server is used for identifying qualified 
investigators\for clinical studies. 

32. The forum of clairnV or 27 further including a therapeutic incidence area database. 

33. The forum of claim of 27\herein the extranet and the one or more web pages are accessed 
using different URLs. 



34. The forum of claim 26 mrther/oAnHng a website coupled to the extranet that includes 



content available online for training ch 




investigators. 



35. The forum of claim 27 further c^mpri^ing a website coupled to the extranet that includes 
content available from online for training clinical study investigators. 



36. The forum of claim 26 further comprising a link from the subject database to an electronic 



data capture company. 



37. The forum of claim 27 further comprising a link from the subjecKdatabase to an electronic 



data capture company. 



l-PH/l 35306 1.1 



-71- 



3\ The forum of claim 26 or 27 further comprising a link to the subject database from an 
Electronic medical records company. 

39. The fVum of claim 26 or 27 further comprising a study listing database. 

40. A method fdfc identifying a qualified investigator to perform a clinical study, comprising the 
steps of: \ 

(a) accessing a computer database that stores a geographic location of each of a plurality 
of investigators; wherein thfc database also stores an incidence or a prevalence of each of a 
plurality of disease conditions\n each of a plurality of different geographic locations; 

(b) submitting a query to the database, wherein the query includes information 
representing a selected disease condition associated with the clinical study; and 

wherein the qualified investig&tdr is identified from the database based on the query and 
in accordance with the incidence ortereval^c^tof the selected disease condition in the 
geographic location of the qualifiedlinvestigatoL 

41. A method for identifying a qualified investigator to perform a clinical study, comprising 

the steps of: \ 

(a) accessing a computer database that stores a geographic location of each of a plurality 
of investigators; wherein the database also stores a geographic Ideation of subjects for the study; 

(b) submitting a query to the database, wherein the query includes information 
representing a selected disease condition associated with the clinical stu^y; and 
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wherei^the qualified investigator is identified from the database based on the query and in 
accordant with the geograpliic location of subjects for the study. 



42. The methodsof claim 41 wherein the database also stores an incidence or a prevalence of 
each of a plurality^ disease conditions in each of a plurality of different geographic locations; 
and wherein the qualiked investigator is identified from the database also based on the incidence 
or prevalence of the sele\ed disease condition in the geographic location of the qualified 
investigator. 

43. A method for identifying investigators qualified to perform a clinical study, comprising the 



steps of: 



(a) accessing a computer database that stores information on a plurality of investigators; 
wherein a data record is stored\r each investigator listed in the database and includes 

estigator with respect to a 




formation that associates each of the medications with 



information corresponding to the prescription wn 
plurality of medications; and 

wherein the database also stores in 
one or more disease conditions; 

(b) submitting a query to the database, wherein\he query includes information 
representing a selected disease condition associated with the study; and 

wherein a given investigator is identified from the database based on the query and in 
accordance with the given investigator's prescription writing histW 



44. The method of claim 43 wherein the prescription writing history ofthe investigator is 
provided by the investigator to the database. 
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45. \The method of claim 43 wherein the prescription writing history of the investigator is 
providedW a party other than the investigator to the data. 

46. A metho<rfor identifying investigators qualified to perform a clinical study, comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) accessing\computer database that stores information on a plurality of investigators; 
wherein a data record is stored for each investigator listed in the database and includes 

information corresponding tdy history of laboratory procedure requests made by the 
investigator; and 

wherein the database also stores information that associates each of the historical 
laboratory procedure requests with one\poore disease conditions; 

(b) submitting a query to the database, ^MFQn^je^uery includes information 



representing a selected disease condition associ 



led with the study; and 



wherein a given investigator is identified from the database based on the query and in accordance 
with the given investigator's historical laboratory reque^information. 

47. The method of claim 46 wherein the investigator's historical aboratory procedure results are 
provided by the investigator to the database. 

48. The method of claim 46 wherein the investigator's historical laboraf^y procedure results 
are provided by a party other the investigator to the database. 
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49. \ method for identifying investigators qualified to perform a clinical study, comprising the 
steps of 

(a) accessing a computer database that stores information on a plurality of investigators; 
wherein \data record is stored for each investigator listed in the database and includes 

information corresponding to past participation of the investigator in clinical studies; 

(b) submitting a emery to the database, wherein the query includes criteria corresponding 
to past clinical study experience suitable to qualify investigators for participating in a clinical 
study; and 

(c) identifying qualified investigators from the database based on the query. 



50. The method of claim 49 wherein the pa\participation of the investigator is provided by the 
investigator to the database. 



5 1 . The method of claim 49 wherein the past 
party other the investigator to the database. 




participation of the investigator is provided by a 



52. A method for identifying investigators qualified to perform a conical study, comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) accessing a computer database that stores information on a plur^ity of investigators; 

wherein a data record is stored for each investigator listed in the database and includes 
information corresponding to a medical specialty of the investigator; and 

wherein the database also stores information that associates the medical specialty with 
one or more disease conditions; 
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submitting a query to the database, wherein the query includes information 
representing^ selected disease condition associated with the study; and 

wherein a qualified investigator is identified from the database based on the query and in 
accordance with thV given investigator's medical specialty. 

53. The method of claim\2 wherein the investigator's medical specialty information is provided 
by the investigator to \hk database. 

54. The method of claim 52 \Vherein the investigator's medical specialty is provided by a 
party other the investigator to the database. 



55. A method for identifying investigator^ualified to perform a clinical study, comprising the 
steps of: 

\that sWes information on a plurality of investigators; 
wherein a data record is stored for e^d^vfesti gator listed in the database and includes 
information corresponding to experience of a medicaWaff of the investigator; and 

(b) submitting a query to the database, wherein the query includes information 
representing a selected disease condition associated with th\ study; and 

wherein a qualified investigator is identified from the database based on the query and in 
accordance with the experience of the medical staff of the qualifi^i investigator's medical 
specialty. 
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method of claim 55 wherein the information regarding experience of the investigator's 
medical staff information is provided by the investigator to the database. 

57. The irtethod of claim 55 wherein the information regarding experience of the 
investigator's medical staff information is provided by a party other the investigator to the 
database. 



58. A method for identifying investigators qualified to perform a clinical study, comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) accessing a computer database that stores information on a plurality of investigators; 
wherein a data record A storeckfor each investigator listed in the database and includes 

information corresponding t<f how many ip^ical studies have been performed by the 
investigator; 

(b) submitting a query \p the database, wWein the query includes information 
representing a selected disease concfition associated Wh the study; and 

wherein a qualified investigator is identified from thesdatabase based on the query and in 
accordance with how many clinical studies have been performed by the qualified investigator. 



59. The method of claim 58 wherein the information corresponding to how many clinical studies 
have been performed by the investigator is provided by the investigator to the database. 
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60. \. The method of claim 59 wherein the information corresponding to how many clinical 
studies hWe been performed by the investigator is provided by a party other the investigator to 
the database. 

61. A method fok identifying investigators qualified to perform a clinical study, comprising the 
steps of: \ 

(a) accessing a computer database that stores information on a plurality of investigators; 
wherein a data record is stored for each investigator listed in the database and includes 

information corresponding to hospital affiliations of the investigator; and 

(b) submitting a query to tlte database, wherein the query includes information 
representing a selected disease condition associated with the study; and 

wherein a qualified investigator is identified from the database based on the query and in 
accordance with the qualified investigator's^^pH^l affiliations. 

62. The method of claim 61 wherein the investigator's ^Wpital^ffiliations information is 
provided by the investigator to the database. / \ 

63. The method of claim 61 wherein the investigator's hospital affiliations is provided by a 
party other the investigator to the database. \ 

64. A method for identifying investigators qualified to perform a clinical study, comprising the 
steps of: \ 

(a) accessing a computer database that stores information on a plurality of investigators; 



l-PH/1 353061.1 



-78- 



wherein a data record is stored for each investigator listed in the database and includes 
information pprresponding to a number of beds in hospital affiliations of the investigator; and 

(b) submitting a query to the database, wherein the query includes information 
representing a selected disease condition associated with the study; and 

wherein a qualified investigator is identified from the database based on the query and in 
accordance with theWnber of beds in hospital affiliation of the qualified investigator. 

65. The method of claim 64 wherein the number of beds in hospital affiliations of the 
investigator is provided tW the investigator to the database. 

66. The method of claim 64 whereki the number of beds in hospital affiliations of the 
investigator is provided by a part\otherUhe investigator to the database. 

67. A method for identifying investiWors Qualified to perform a clinical study, comprising the 

steps of: \ 

(a) accessing a computer database that stores information on a plurality of investigators; 
wherein a data record is stored for each investigator listed in the database and includes 

information corresponding to insurance provider affiliations of the investigator; and 

(b) submitting a query to the database, wherein theViery includes information 
representing a selected disease condition associated with the srudy; and 

wherein a qualified investigator is identified from the databas\based on the query and in 
accordance with the insurance provider affiliations of the qualified investigator. 
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68. N Khe method of claim 67 wherein the insurance provider affiliations of the investigator is 

provided by the investigator to the database. 

69. The method of claim 67 wherein the insurance provider affiliations of the investigator is 
provided by\ party other the investigator to the database. 

70. A method for identifying investigators qualified to perform a clinical study, comprising the 

steps of: \ 

(a) accessing a computer database that stores information on a plurality of investigators; 
wherein a data record V stored for each investigator listed in the database and includes 

information corresponding to mandated IRB relationships of the investigator; and 

wherein the database also stores information that associates the mandated IRB 
relationships with one or more disease conditions; 

(b) submitting a query to the database, wherein the query includes information 
representing a selected disease condition asso^fed~with4lie study; a^d 

wherein a qualified investigator is identified iW/ the\ataba^/based on the query and in 
accordance with the mandated IRB relationshipVof qu^ified investigator. 

71. The method of claim 70 wherein the mandated IRB relationships of the investigator is 
provided by the investigator to the database. \ 

72. The method of claim 70 wherein the mandated IRB relationship ofthe investigator is 
provided by a party other the investigator to the database. 
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method for identifying investigators qualified to perform a clinical study, comprising the 
steps of 

(a) \cessing a computer database that stores information on a plurality of investigators; 
wherem a data record is stored for each investigator listed in the database and includes 

information corresponding to regulatory agency audits of the investigator; and 

(b) submitting\ query to the database, wherein the query includes information 
representing a selected disease condition associated with the study; and 

wherein a qualified investigator is identified from the database based on the query and in 
accordance with the regulatory agency audits information of the qualified investigator. 



74. The method of claim 73 wherein ijle^ormation corresponding to regulatory agency audits 
of the investigator is provided bylthe inVSfetifiaWrto the database. 

75. The method of claim 73 whereih the iAfornWon corresponding to regulatory agency 
audits of the investigator is provided by a party other the investigator to the database. 



76. A method for identifying investigators qualified to perfoft(i a clinical study, comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) accessing a computer database that stores information on ^plurality of investigators; 
wherein a data record is stored for each investigator listed in the diabase and includes 
information corresponding to PRF affiliations of the investigator; and 
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herein the database also stores information that associates the PRF affiliations with one 
or more disease conditions; 

(b) submitting a query to the database, wherein the query includes information 
representing a se\ected disease condition associated with the study; and 

wherein a qualiKed investigator is identified from the database based on the query and in 
accordance with the qitalified investigator's PRF affiliations. 



77. The method of claim 76 wherein the investigator's PRF affiliations information is provided 
by the investigator to the dar 




RF affiliation information is 



78. The method of claim 76 wh 



provided by a party other the investigate 



79. A method for identifying investig^tors^U^lified to perform a clinical study, comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) accessing a computer database that stores information on a plurality of investigators; 
wherein a data record is stored for each investigator listed in the database and includes 

information corresponding to equipment of the investigate; and 

wherein the database also stores information that associates the equipment of the 
investigator with one or more disease conditions; 

(b) submitting a query to the database, wherein the query in^des information 
representing a selected disease condition associated with the study; and 
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wherein a qualified investigator is identified from the database based on the query and in 
accordanc\with the equipment of the qualified investigator. 

80. The method declaim 79 wherein the investigator's equipment information is provided by the 
investigator to tlAdatabase. 

81 . The method of clairh 79 wherein the investigator's equipment information is provided by 
a party other the investigator t\ the database. 



82. A method for identifying investigators qualified to perform a clinical study, comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) accessing a computer databpe^at stores information on a plurality of investigators; 

fstigator listed in the database and includes 



practice setting; and 



wherein a data record is stored 
information corresponding to the inves 

(b) submitting a query to the datab^f wherein the query includes information 
representing a selected disease condition associated witfa the study; and 

wherein a qualified investigator is identified from the diabase based on the query and in 
accordance with the qualified investigator's practice setting 



83. The method of claim 82 wherein the investigator's practice setting mformati on is provided 
by the investigator to the database. 
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84\a method for identifying investigators qualified to perform a clinical study, comprising the 
steps at 

(aWccessing a computer database that stores information on a plurality of investigators; 
wherein a data record is stored for each investigator listed in the database and includes 
information corresponding to the investigator's city and state of practice; and 

wherein thedatabase also stores information that associates the investigator's city and 
state of practice information with one or more disease conditions; 

(b) submitting a quVy to the database, wherein the query includes information 
representing a selected diseasdvcondition associated with the study; and 

wherein a qualified investigator is identified from the database based on the query and in 
accordance with the qualified investigator's city and state of practice information. 



85. The method of claim 84 wherein tr)(iHvfestigator's c4ty and state of practice information 
is provided by the investigator to the database^ 

86. A method for identifying investigatorsVal/fied\o perform a clinical study, comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) accessing a computer database that stores information on a plurality of investigators; 
wherein a data record is stored for each investigator listddjn the database and includes 

information corresponding to the investigator's name; 

(b) submitting a query to the database, wherein the query includesMnfbrmation 
representing a selected disease condition associated with the study; and 
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wherbin a qualified investigator is identified from the database based on the query and in 
accordance Vith the qualified investigator's name. 

87. The method oKolaim 86 wherein the investigator's medical specialty information is provided 
by the investigatokto the database. 



88. The method of claims 43, 44, or 45 wherein the query further includes search criteria 
selected from the group consisting of, information corresponding to a history of laboratory 
requests made by the investigator\information corresponding to past participation of the 
investigator in clinical studies, information corresponding to the medical specialty of the 
investigator, information corresponding\o experience of a medical staff of the investigator, 



information corresponding to how many djfoycal stuSk^have be^h performed by the 
investigator, information corresponding to 
corresponding to insurance provider affilia 
mandated IRB relationships of the investigate 




is of the investigator, information 
tie investigator, information corresponding to 
ation corresponding to regulatory agency 



audits of the investigator, information corresponding toYRF affiliations of the investigator, 
information corresponding to equipment of the investigated information corresponding to the 
investigator's practice setting, information corresponding to tWe investigator's city and state of 
practice, investigator information corresponding to services performed at the investigator 
hospital affiliates, information corresponding to investigator laboratory results, information 
corresponding to the geographic location of subjects of the investigators, information 
corresponding to the incidence or prevalence of each of a plurality of disease conditions in each 



1-PH/1353061.1 



-85- 



of a plurality of types at geographic locations, and information corresponding to claims and 
information corresponding to the investigator's name. 



89. The method of claims 46, 47, or 48 wherein the query further includes search criteria 
selected from th\ group consisting of the prescription writing history of the investigator with 
respect to a plurality of medications, information corresponding to past participation of the 
investigator in clinicaPstudies, information corresponding to the medical specialty of the 
investigator, information (corresponding to experience of a medical staff of the investigator, 
information corresponding t\ how many clinical studies have been performed by the 
investigator, information corresponding to hospital affiliations of the investigator, information 
corresponding to insurance provider affiWions of the^mvesti gator, information corresponding to 
mandated IRB relationships of the iiWestiWor herniation corresponding to regulatory agency 
audits of the investigator, infomation Corrdsponding to PRF affiliations of the investigator, 
information corresponding to equipment hi the investigator,, information corresponding to the 
investigator's practice setting, infohQati^fi Corresponding to the investigator's city and state of 
practice, investigator information correspondiW to services performed at the investigator 
hospital affiliates, information corresponding to Investigator laboratory results, information 
corresponding to the geographic location of subjectkof the investigators, information 
corresponding to the incidence or prevalence of each ot a plurality of disease conditions in each 
of a plurality of types at geographic locations, and information corresponding to claims and 
information corresponding to the investigator's name. \ 
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90. The method of claims 49, 50, or 51 wherein the query further includes search criteria 
selected from the group consisting of the prescription writing history of the investigator with 
respect\o a plurality of medications, information corresponding to a history of laboratory 
requests rn&de by the investigator, information corresponding to the medical specialty of the 
investigator,\nformation corresponding to experience of a medical staff of the investigator, 
information corresponding to how many clinical studies have been performed by the 
investigator, information corresponding to hospital affiliations of the investigator, information 
corresponding to insurance provider affiliations of the investigator, information corresponding to 
mandated ERB relationships of the investigator, information corresponding to regulatory agency 
audits of the investigator, information corresponding to PRF affiliations of the investigator, 
information corresponding toWiipment of the investigator/information corresponding to the 
investigator's practice setting, information cb*responding/to the investigator's city and state of 



practice, investigator information c 



responding to services performed at the investigator 
hospital affiliates, information corr^spopdim to investigator laboratory results, information 
corresponding to the geographic location \f/subjects of the investigators, information 
corresponding to the incidence or prevalenceW each of a plurality of disease conditions in each 
of a plurality of types at geographic locations, and information corresponding to claims and 
information corresponding to the investigator's na 



91 . The method of claims 52, 53, or 54 wherein the quVy further includes search criteria 
selected from the group consisting of the prescription writing history of the investigator with 
respect to a plurality of medications, information corresponding tova history of laboratory 
requests made by the investigator, information corresponding to past participation of the 
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investigator in clinical studies, information corresponding to experience of a medical staff of the 
investigator, information corresponding to how many clinical studies have been performed by 
the investigator, information corresponding to hospital affiliations of the investigator, 
information\orresponding to insurance provider affiliations of the investigator, information 
corresponding ft) mandated IRB relationships of the investigator, information corresponding to 
regulatory agency audits of the investigator, information corresponding to PRF affiliations of the 
investigator, information corresponding to equipment of the investigator, information 
corresponding to the investigator's practice setting, information corresponding to the 
investigator's city and state oXpractice, investigator information corresponding to services 
performed at the investigator hospital affiliates, information corresponding to investigator 
laboratory results, information corresponding to the geographic location of subjects of the 
investigators, information corresponding^ the incidence or prevalence of each of a plurality of 
disease conditions in each of a plurality of types at geographic locations, and information 



corresponding to claims and information corres 



hiding toahe investigator's name. 



92. The method of claims 55, 56, or\7 wherein the query further includes search criteria 
selected from the group consisting of the prescription writing history of the investigator with 
respect to a plurality of medications, information corresponding to a history of laboratory 
requests made by the investigator, information corresponding th past participation of the 
investigator in clinical studies, information corresponding to experience of a medical staff of the 
investigator, information corresponding to how many clinical studies nhve been performed by 
the investigator, information corresponding to hospital affiliations of the investigator, 
information corresponding to insurance provider affiliations of the investigator, information 
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corresponding to mandated IRB relationships of the investigator, information corresponding to 
regulatory agency audits of the investigator, information corresponding to PRF affiliations of the 
investigator, infWiation corresponding to equipment of the investigator, information 
corresponding to theSinvestigator's practice setting, information corresponding to the 
investigator's city and shite of practice, investigator information corresponding to services 
performed at the investigator hospital affiliates, information corresponding to investigator 
laboratory results, information corresponding to the geographic location of subjects of the 
investigators, information corresponding to the incidence or prevalence of each of a plurality of 
disease conditions in each of a plurality of types at geographic locations, and information 
corresponding to claims and inform ationV>rresponding to the investigator's name. 

93. The method of claims 58, 59, or 60 whe\jfi the^uery further includes search criteria 
selected from the group consisting of the prescriitiWVritiHg histoid of the investigator with 



respect to a plurality of medications, informatio: 



corresponding to a history of laboratory 



requests made by the investigator, information coWsponomg to past participation of the 
investigator in clinical studies, information corresponding to\xperience of a medical staff of the 
investigator, information corresponding to experience of a medial staff of the investigator, 
information corresponding to hospital affiliations of the investigator\information corresponding 
to insurance provider affiliations of the investigator, information corresponding to mandated IRB 
relationships of the investigator, information corresponding to regulatory Wency audits of the 
investigator, information corresponding to PRF affiliations of the investigate^ information 
corresponding to equipment of the investigator, information corresponding to th\investi gator's 
practice setting, information corresponding to the investigator's city and state of prattice, 
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irfyestigator information corresponding to services performed at the investigator hospital 
affiliates, information corresponding to investigator laboratory results, information 
corresponding to the geographic location of subjects of the investigators, information 
corresponding to the incidence or prevalence of each of a plurality of disease conditions in each 
of a plurality of types at geographic locations, and information corresponding to claims and 
information corresponding to the investigator's name. 



94. The method of claims 61, 62, or 63 wherein the query further includes search criteria 
selected from the group consisting of the prescription writing history of the investigator with 
respect to a plurality of meditations, information corresponding to a history of laboratory 
requests made by the investigator, information corresponding to past participation of the 
investigator in clinical studies, inibrmation corresponding to experience of a medical staff of the 
investigator, information correspondent o experience of a n/edical staff of the investigator, 
information corresponding to howl man^liH^l studies fyave been performed by the 



investigator, information corresponding to r 
information corresponding to mandated IRB 



anceprovider affiliations of the investigator, 
<Hationships of the investigator, information 
corresponding to regulatory agency au^its^f the investigator, information corresponding to PRF 
affiliations of the investigator, information corresponamg to equipment of the investigator, 
information corresponding to the investigator's practice setting, information corresponding to the 
investigator's city and state of practice, investigator information corresponding to services 
performed at the investigator hospital affiliates, information corresponding to investigator 
laboratory results, information corresponding to the geographic locatnsm of subjects of the 
investigators, information corresponding to the incidence or prevalence ofveach of a plurality of 
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diseaseN:onditions in each of a plurality of types at geographic locations, and information 
corresponaijig to claims and information corresponding to the investigator's name. 



95. The method of claims 64, 65, or 66 wherein the query further includes search criteria 
selected from the grouto consisting of the prescription writing history of the investigator with 
respect to a plurality of medications, information corresponding to a history of laboratory 
requests made by the investigator, information corresponding to past participation of the 
investigator in clinical studies, information corresponding to experience of a medical staff of the 
investigator, information corresponding to experience of a medical staff of the investigator, 
information corresponding to how matay clinical studies have been performed by the 
investigator, information corresponding fo hospital affiliations of/the investigator, information 
corresponding to insurance provider affiliatiWg of the investigator, information corresponding to 
mandated IRB relationships of the investig^or>^rmatiop / corresponding to regulatory agency 
audits of the investigator, information correbpondiftjg to PRF affiliations of the investigator, 
information corresponding to equipment of the investWtor, information corresponding to the 
investigator's practice setting, information corrfcspfaiding. to the investigator's city and state of 
practice, investigator information corresponding to servicessnerformed at the investigator 
hospital affiliates, information corresponding to investigator laboratory results, information 
corresponding to the geographic location of subjects of the investigators, information 
corresponding to the incidence or prevalence of each of a plurality of\hsease conditions in each 
of a plurality of types at geographic locations, and information corresponding to claims and 
information corresponding to the investigator's name. 
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96. \The method of claims 67, 68, or 69 wherein the query further includes search criteria 
selected ftWn the group consisting of the prescription writing history of the investigator with 
respect to a plurality of medications, information corresponding to a history of laboratory 
requests made bwhe investigator, information corresponding to past participation of the 
investigator in clinical studies, information corresponding to experience of a medical staff of the 
investigator, infomiatioKcorresponding to experience of a medical staff of the investigator, 
information corresponding th how many clinical studies have been performed by the 
investigator, information corresponding to hospital affiliations of the investigator, information 
corresponding to mandated IRB relationships of the investigator, information corresponding to 
regulatory agency audits of the investigator, information corresponding to PRF affiliations of the 
investigator, information corresponding t (^equipment of the investigator, information 
corresponding to the investigator's practice setting, ipfonQation corresponding to the 
investigator's city and state of practice, investigator information corresponding to services 
performed at the investigator hospital affiliates, ihfoi^ti^nYon-esponding to investigator 



laboratory results, information corresponding to 



he geog^phiclocation of subjects of the 



investigators, information corresponding to the ineddeiye or {^evalence of each of a plurality of 
disease conditions in each of a plurality of types at geographic locations, and information 
corresponding to claims and information corresponding to the investigator's name. 



97. The method of claims 70, 71, or 72 wherein the query further includes smirch criteria 
selected from the group consisting of the prescription writing history of the investigator with 
respect to a plurality of medications, information corresponding to a history of laborator 
requests made by the investigator, information corresponding to past participation of the 
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investigator in clinical studies, information corresponding to experience of a medical staff of the 
investigator, information corresponding to experience of a medical staff of the investigator, 
information corresponding to how many clinical studies have been performed by the 
investigated information corresponding to hospital affiliations of the investigator, information 
corresponding\ insurance provider affiliations of the investigator, information corresponding to 
regulatory agencyaudits of the investigator, information corresponding to PRF affiliations of the 
investigator, informatiWi corresponding to equipment of the investigator, information 
corresponding to the investigator's practice setting, information corresponding to the 
investigator's city and state df practice, investigator information corresponding to services 
performed at the investigator hospital affiliates, information corresponding to investigator 
laboratory results, information cort^sponding to the geographic location of subjects of the 
investigators, information correspond^ to ^e incidejfce or prevalence of each of a plurality of 



disease conditions in each of a plurality \f typ 
corresponding to claims and inform 



STat geographic locations, and information 
dsponding to the investigator's name. 



98. The method of claims 73, 74, or 75 wherein the query further includes search criteria 
selected from the group consisting of the prescription writing history of the investigator with 
respect to a plurality of medications, information corresponding to a history of laboratory 
requests made by the investigator, information corresponding to past participation of the 
investigator in clinical studies, information corresponding to e^cperience of a medical staff of the 
investigator, information corresponding to experience of a medica^taff of the investigator, 
information corresponding to how many clinical studies have been performed by the 
investigator, information corresponding to hospital affiliations of the investigator, information 
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corresponding to insurance provider affiliations of the investigator, information corresponding to 
mandated 1RB relationships of the investigator, information corresponding to PRF affiliations of 
the investigator, information corresponding to equipment of the investigator, information 
corresponding to the investigator's practice setting, information corresponding to the 
investigator'\city and state of practice, investigator information corresponding to services 
performed at thesinvestigator hospital affiliates, information corresponding to investigator 
laboratory results, information corresponding to the geographic location of subjects of the 
investigators, information corresponding to the incidence or prevalence of each of a plurality of 
disease conditions in eachW a plurality of types at geographic locations, and information 
corresponding to claims and iVormation corresponding to the investigator's name. 

99. The method of claims/76, 77W 78^hCTguf the query further includes search criteria 
selected from the group consisting of tMsprefecription writing history of the investigator with 
respect to a plurality of mediations, information corresponding to a history of laboratory 
requests made by the investigator, inflation corresponding to past participation of the 
investigator in clinical studies, information corresponding to experience of a medical staff of the 
investigator, information corresponding to experience of a medical staff of the investigator, 
information corresponding to how many clinical studies have been performed by the 
investigator, information corresponding to hospital affiliations of the investigator, information 
corresponding to insurance provider affiliations of the investigator, information corresponding to 
mandated 1KB relationships of the investigator, information\orresponding to regulatory agency 
audits of the investigator, information corresponding to equipmetrt of the investigator, 
information corresponding to the investigator's practice setting, information corresponding to the 
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investigator's city and state of practice, investigator information corresponding to services 
performedVt the investigator hospital affiliates, information corresponding to investigator 
laboratory remits, information corresponding to the geographic location of subjects of the 
investigators, information corresponding to the incidence or prevalence of each of a plurality of 
disease conditions V each of a plurality of types at geographic locations, and information 
corresponding to claims and information corresponding to the investigator's name. 



100. The method of clainA79, 80, or 81 wherein the query further includes search criteria 
selected from the group consisting of the prescription writing history of the investigator with 
respect to a plurality of medication^ information corresponding to a history of laboratory 
requests made by the investigator, inf^arration corresponding to past participation of the 



investigator in clinical studies, info: 
investigator, information corresponding to fecpe' 
information corresponding to how many clini 



ati\n corresponding to/experience of a medical staff of the 
ience o0l medical staff of the investigator, 
\ studies have been performed by the 



investigator, information corresponding to hpspiral affiliations of the investigator, information 
corresponding to insurance provider affiliations of the investigator, information corresponding to 
mandated IRB relationships of the investigator, information corresponding to regulatory agency 
audits of the investigator, information corresponding to PRF affiliations of the investigator, 
information corresponding to the investigator's practice setting information corresponding to the 
investigator's city and state of practice, investigator information corresponding to services 
performed at the investigator hospital affiliates, information corresponding to investigator 
laboratory results, information corresponding to the geographic location\)f subjects of the 
investigators, information corresponding to the incidence or prevalence ofekch of a plurality of 
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disease conditions in each of a plurality of types at geographic locations, and information 
corresponding to claims and information corresponding to the investigator's name. 

101 . \he method of claims 82 or 83 wherein the query further includes search criteria selected 

from the g^oup consisting of the prescription writing history of the investigator with respect to a 

plurality of medications, information corresponding to a history of laboratory requests made by 

the investigator, information corresponding to past participation of the investigator in clinical 

studies, information corresponding to experience of a medical staff of the investigator, 

information corresponding to experience of a medical staff of the investigator, information 

corresponding to how many clinical studies have been performed by the investigator, 

information corresponding to^ospital affiliations of the investigator, information corresponding 

to insurance provider affiliation^ of the investigator/ information corresponding to mandated IRB 

I \ \ 

relationships of the investigator, inYornftition coi/espondmg to regulatory agency audits of the 
investigator, information corrfespondmg to PRF affiliations of the investigator, information 
corresponding to equipment oftfie investigator, information corresponding to the investigator's 
city and state of practice, investigator information corresponding to services performed at the 
investigator hospital affiliates, information ccWsponding to investigator laboratory results, 
information corresponding to the geographic location of subjects of the investigators, 
information corresponding to the incidence or prevalence of each of a plurality of disease 
conditions in each of a plurality of types at geographic locations, and information corresponding 
to claims and information corresponding to the investigatorVname. 
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102. The method of claims 84 or 85 wherein the query further includes search criteria selected 
from the group consisting of the prescription writing history of the investigator with respect to a 
plurality of medications, information corresponding to a history of laboratory requests made by 
the investigator, information corresponding to past participation of the investigator in clinical 
studies, inKwrnation corresponding to experience of a medical staff of the investigator, 
information corresponding to experience of a medical staff of the investigator, information 
corresponding toViow many clinical studies have been performed by the investigator, 
information corresponding to hospital affiliations of the investigator, information corresponding 
to insurance provider Affiliations of the investigator, information corresponding to mandated IRB 
relationships of the investigator, information corresponding to regulatory agency audits of the 
investigator, information corresponding to PRP affiliations of the investigator, information 
corresponding to equipment of the investigator, information corresponding to the investigator's 
practice setting, investigator information corresponding to services performed at the investigator 
hospital affiliates, information ccf>rr^spon& ng to inve^tfgator laboratory results, information 
corresponding to the geographic ^jocatfpn ^sub^cts of the investigators, information 
corresponding to the incidence or Weval^nce of each of a plurality of disease conditions in each 
of a plurality of types at geographic locations, and information corresponding to claims 
and information corresponding to the investigator's name. 



103. The method of claims 86 or 87 wherein the qWy further includes search criteria selected 
from the group consisting of the prescription writing history of the investigator with respect to a 
plurality of medications, information corresponding to a hisWy of laboratory requests made by 
the investigator, information corresponding to past participation of the investigator in clinical 
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studies^formation corresponding to experience of a medical staff of the investigator, 
information corresponding to experience of a medical staff of the investigator, information 
corresponding to how many clinical studies have been performed by the investigator, 
information ccttresponding to hospital affiliations of the investigator, information corresponding 
to insurance provider affiliations of the investigator, information corresponding to mandated IRB 
relationships of the\nvestigator, information corresponding to regulatory agency audits of the 
investigator, information corresponding to PRF affiliations of the investigator, information 
corresponding to equipment of the investigator, information corresponding to the investigator's 
practice setting, investigator information corresponding to services performed at the investigator 
hospital affiliates, information corresponding to investigator laboratory results, information 



corresponding to the geographic lo 
corresponding to the incidence or prev^len 
of a plurality of types at geographi 
and information corresponding to th 



ition of subject/of the investigators, information 

each of a plurality of disease conditions in each 
ins, and information corresponding to claims 
;ator's city and state of practice. 



locaft 



1 04. A method for developing a permission baked online database, comprising the steps of: 

(a) presenting one or more web pages that allow a person to register with a database by 
submitting registration information to the database, whfcrein the registration information includes 
name information and contact information and permissionViformation indicating whether the 
person wishes to receive notice of one or more clinical studies^ 

(b) automatically registering the person with the database %on receipt of the registration 
and permission information; 
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(c) \btaining permission from the person to send information regarding drugs, medical 
devices or meaical therapies; 

(d) building the database by repeating steps (a) through (c); and 

(e) generating a list for use in marketing drugs, medical devices and medical therapies to 
persons by querying the database using criteria associated with the drugs, medical 
devices or medical therapies. 

105. The method of claim r04, further comprising the steps of: 

(f) automatically determining, in accordance with the registration and permission 
information, whether to provide the person with notice of a clinical study associated 
with a disease condition of interest to the person; 

(g) automatically presenting a queWmnaire associated with the given clinical study to 
the person; and 

(h) storing answers submitted bV the p^r^on in the database. 

106. The method of claim 104, further comprising thk step of sending information to persons 
on the list regarding a drug, medical device and medical tnferapy. 



107. A method of maintaining the confidentiality of clinical sttuly information associated with 
each of a plurality of clinical study sponsors, comprising the steps oii 

(a) receiving said clinical study information from said plurality^ clinical study 
sponsors; and 

(b) storing said clinical study information in a database; 
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wherein each sponsor is permitted full access to said clinical study information 
submitted by\iat sponsor and only aggregated access to information submitted by other 
sponsors. 

108. The methockof claim 107 wherein said clinical study information comprises at least one 
of investigator information, sponsor identification, protocol information, drug indication 
information, drug class information, clinical study enrollment goal information, actual clinical 
study enrollment information, and clinically evaluable subjects information. 

109. The method of claim 1618 wherein each sponsor is denied access to said protocol 
information, said drug class infomiation and said sponsor identification information of other 
sponsors. 

1 10. A method for ranking a clinical investigator, comprising the steps of: 

(a) selecting at least two rankW-QTteria from the group consisting of investigator 
experience, professional certification, siientVic^eadeF^ip/Tegulatory audits and study 



coordinator experience; and 

(b) determining the ranking fW the 



investigator by generating a composite 



ranking score from the at least two ranking criteria. 

111. A method for identifying investigators qualified\o perform a clinical study, comprising 
the steps of: 

(a) accessing a computer database that stores information on a plurality of investigators; 

wherein a data record is stored for each investigator listea^n the database and includes 
information corresponding to a history of laboratory results of the investigator; and 

wherein the database also stores information that associates eaclrof the laboratory results 
with one or more disease conditions; 
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(b\ submitting a query to the database, wherein the query includes information 
representing^ selected disease condition associated with the study; and 

wherein a giveitanvestigator is identified from the database based on the query and in accordance 
with the given investigator's historical laboratory results information. 

1 12. The method of claim 1 1 1 wherein the history of laboratory results of the investigator is 
provided by the investiWor to the database. 

113. The method of claim 1 1 lWherein the history of laboratory results of the investigator is 
provided by a party other than the investigator to the database. 



114. A method for identifying inv^stig^rsj^alified^perform a clinical study, comprising 
the steps of: 

(a) accessing a computer database th^t stWes information on a plurality of investigators; 
wherein a data record is stored tor each investigator listed in the database and includes 

information corresponding to services performed in hospital affiliations of the investigator; and 

wherein the database also stores information that associates the services performed in 
hospital affiliations with one or more disease conditions; 

(b) submitting a query to the database, wherein the quer^sincludes information 
representing a selected disease condition associated with the study; and 

wherein a qualified investigator is identified from the database basecNon the query and in 
accordance with the services performed in hospital affiliations of the qualifiecNnvestigator. 
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1 is\ The method of claim 114 wherein the services performed in hospital affiliations of the 
investigator is provided by the investigator to the database. 

116. The method of claim 114 wherein the services performed in hospital affiliations of the 
invest igatonis provided by a party other than the investigator to the database. 

117. A method for identifying investigators qualified to perform a clinical study, comprising 
the steps of: \ 

(a) accessing a compter database that stores information on a plurality of investigators; 
wherein a data record isWored for each investigator listed in the database and includes 

information corresponding to claiir^s information of the investigator; and 

wherein the database also stores information that associates th^daims information with 
one or more disease conditions; f \ V / 

(b) submitting a query to ths databa^,\iiereiji>tfie query includes information 
representing a selected disease condition associated with the study; and 

wherein a qualified investigator is identified fiW the database based on the query and in 
accordance with the claims information. \ 

118. The method of claim 117 wherein the claims information of the investigator is provided 
by the investigator to the database. \ 

119. The method of claim 117 wherein the claims information of the investigator is provided 
by a party other than the investigator to the database. 
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